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report; and that he recorded faithfully the impressions these
conversations had left in his mind. We may even accept his
account of his interview with Godolphin as accurate, without
impugning the Minister's loyalty to his country, to the King
he served, or to the Government of which he was a leading
member. Odd as it may seem, Ministers and military leaders
engaged in common enterprises, bound by a common duty,
having much to gain by its successful discharge and all to
lose by failure or misconduct, often consult together and talk
things over in all the intimacy of a small circle of Cabinet
confederates* In fact, this close and constant contact, of
which there is rarely any record, is often the main part of
what happens. It is obvious from Floyd's text that these
four men, three of whom were in the highest executive
positions and the fourth, Churchill, though out of office and
out of favour, linked to them by the most confidential or
friendly ties, pursued a common policy towards the envoy of
their exiled king. According to Floyd's tale, they all took
much the same line and said the same sort of things about
each other. For instance, Russell said " Shrewsbury and
Churchill should be judges of his actions." When pressed by
Floyd for more definite undertakings he replied that "he
thought he had said a great deal/' These phrases are repeated
by Floyd in his account of his interviews with Churchill and
Major-General Sackville, one of the principal agent-spies.
They were " all of the opinion that he had said a great deal/3
Godolphin, on the same authority, endorsed this. Russell,
he said, " in his opinion had said all that could be expected
of him."
Even more remarkable is the fact that Godolphin repeated
back almost textually to Floyd the statements which Floyd had
volunteered to Russell. These resemblances cannot be set
down to coincidence. A simpler explanation suggests itself.
It is reasonable to suppose that before Godolphin received
Floyd, Russell had told him what Floyd knew, and Godolphin
knew exactly how far he could go without injuring the in-
terests of the State. It is evident that the Ministers con-
sulted upon the matter with each other. It is even possible
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